Civilian Frock Coat Workshop

Module Sixteen — Finishing Up

Finishing the Coat

Carefully cut the excess wool fabric off, but be sure not to cut the
lining!

There are just a few more steps until your coat is done! First, we'll
take a look at the bottom of the back skirt lining, which is still
hanging free. The raw edge was cut a little longer than needed, in
case of error during construction. Lay the coat out flat on the
table, and carefully align everything so that it lays smoothly –
particularly the back tails.
Lay a ruler across the back, and chalk a line from one end to the
other, lining the ruler up with the bottom of the main skirt at each
end.

Fold the lining under, baste, and finish off with a slip stitch all the
way around the unfinished edges.
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Optional Skirt Finish
If you decided to
leave the lining
of your skirt
hanging free at
the bottom,
ignore this
section. If you
prefer to close
everything off,
you'll need to
close the
bottom. To
begin, first
smooth everything out, and baste a row of stitches about 1 inch
from the bottom of the skirt, catching lining and wool. Go back,
and now baste a row of running stitches at the bottom of the
lining, only this time pushing the lining up away from the edge as
you go. This will give the skirt some slack to avoid those awful
pulls on so often seen on typical reproductions. Finish the bottom
edge with a slip stitch.

At the center back, at the bottom, there is a folded edge of fabric
that has been left raw. I like to use a buttonhole stitch and secure
this so that it does not open up. The same thing goes with the
front of the skirt, where you have that large facing. Securing that
will make things just a little tidier.
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Bar Tack the Pockets
It's a good idea to put a little bar tack at the bottom of each
interior pleat pocket, if you have them. This will keep stitches from
tearing out over time.
Collar Tab
Original coats had a tab made of lining or mohair in order to hang
the coat on a hook. This is a feature rarely reproduced, sadly.
Cut a piece of lining 4 inches long, and a piece of stay tape 3
inches long – the finished size of the tab. Baste the stay tape ¼
inch away from one edge, keeping a half inch seam allowance on
either side.

Fell this edge down the length of the tab.

Trim off ¼ inch from both ends, and press the remaining
allowance under. Place this on the coat, and fell down along both
ends, starting ¼ inch from the edge and working your way around
to the opposite side. Just past the spot where the folded under edge
stops, side stitch across the tab for extra strength.

Press over this smaller edge onto the stay tape.

Fold the wider edge in half, then fold that over the stay tape,
giving you a finished edge.

Trimming the Coat

There are a few different methods of trimming the coat. I will go
over them briefly, and you can choose whichever you prefer.
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Bound Edge
The first is called
the bound edge,
and was often
done in silk, or in
wool. Since mine
is a more upper
class coat, I've
chosen silk. Cut a
piece of silk on
the bias, 4 times
the desired final
width of the trim,
plus ¼ inch. This gives you room to get around the edge of the
coat, which often has some bulk. In my case, I wanted trim at a
final width of 3/8 of an inch, so I cut my silk at 1 ¾ inch wide.
Lay the trim right sides
together on the outside of
the coat. Do a combination
of back and running stitch
to save time, at the desired
depth. Catch only the
outside layer of the coat, as
the trim will wear away after
some time, and this will
make replacement easier. A
good reason not to use a
sewing machine.

Then fold the trim under itself to the other side, and secure with a
slip stitch. This gives a nice appearance, and is probably my
favourite style of trim.
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Piping
A piping finish must unfortunately be done as you are
constructing a coat, so it is not an option for this present coat.
Begin by cutting some bias strips of light wool. These should be at
a 45 degree angle to the selvage, allowing them to stretch easily.
Each strip should be 1 ¼” wide and long enough for the area you
are working on.

Baste a strip of piping
to the right side of
your fabric, with the
folded edge on the
inside, and the raw
edges all lined up.
Carefully stitch down
the piping, using a half
inch seam allowance.
This will give you
piping that is 1/8 inch
wide when finished.
This can be tricky to
do, so go slowly,
turning the wheel by
hand if you like. If you
make the piping too
narrow, it will not be
able to fold under, and
will disappear from view. If it is too wide, it will look bulky and
flap around on the finished coat. Definitely not elegant.

Cut out these strips, fold them in half, and press well, so that they
retain their shape. The finished piping should be 5/8” in width.
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Silk Cord
I've seen this on a couple of original coats, and the finish is subtle
yet striking. From a distance, you can't really see it, but up close,
all of the detail comes out. Take a 1/16th inch silk cord, and
simply lay it on the edge of your coat, securing it with invisible
stitches as you go. Sorry, no photos due to lack of permission.
Where to put the trim
Trim can go along the front of the coat, the collar, the ends of the
sleeves, and along the back vent. It is important for you to study
originals, and photographs, so as to get a better idea of how to
apply the trim. I will leave that as an exercise for you.

Press the piping to the wrong side, so that only the 1/8” of piping
is showing on the outside. At this point, the canvas would be put
in, and the raw edge of the piping sewn to it with a cross stitch.

All done!

You have finally made it through to the end of this workshop!
Hopefully you made it through with little error and confusion, but
if not, please send me a message at
jwilliams@williamsclothiers.com. I'd also love to see photos of
your finished pieces!
Thank you,
James Williams
Williams Clothiers, LLC
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